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SESSION OBJECTIVES

2

1

Understand 
three key UN 
gender 
mechanisms: 
UNSCR 1325, 
CSW, and 
CEDAW

2

Explore the 
Cities for 
CEDAW 
initiative in the 
U.S.

3

Highlight the 
impact of 
Zonta 
members

4

Identify ways 
Zontians can 
further engage 
at local, 
national, and 
international 
levels



OVERVIEW OF UN GENDER EQUALITY MECHANISMS 
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Definition of 
international 

gender 
equality 

mechanisms

The role of the 
UN in setting 
global norms 

and standards

How global 
policies 

influence local 
and national 

actions



UNSCR 1325 ON WOMEN, PEACE AND 
SECURITY 

• Adopted in 2000 – First resolution on Women, Peace and 
Security

• Calls for women’s participation in peace processes
• Four Pillars: Participation, Protection, Prevention, Relief & 

Recovery
• Emphasizes international law and annual reviews
• U.S. progress and implementation
• Zonta relevance: Promoting women's leadership in 

peacebuilding
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THE COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF 
WOMEN (CSW)

• Functional ECOSOC commission
• Annual sessions at UNHQ, New York (CSW70 March 9 – 20, 

2026 tent.)
• Mandate: Global policy dialogue, Agreed Conclusions
• CSW Revitalization
• Tied to BPfA and Monitors SDG 5 progress
• Zonta involvement: UN Committee, parallel events
• Member opportunities: Attend, submit statements, support 

youth
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CEDAW  
THE CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL 
FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN

NOT RATIFIED BY THE USA!

1 2 3 4

Adopted 1979 by UN 
General Assembly

Principles: Legal 
equality, non-
discrimination, state 
responsibility

Cities for CEDAW: 
Localizing CEDAW in 
the U.S.

Key elements: 
Gender analysis, 
budgeting, 
accountability
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ZONTA’S IMPACT THROUGH CITIES FOR 
CEDAW 

Zonta clubs 
driving local 

change 
(e.g. 

Toledo)

Collaboration with 
city governments 
and local groups

Achieveme
nts: CEDAW 
ordinances, 

gender 
equity 
offices

Strategies: 
Education, 
meetings, 

testimony, events



EXAMPLE: TOLEDO, OHIO

9



10



11



12



FOR DISCUSSION

How can your 
club engage 

with Cities for 
CEDAW?

13

What local 
issues are 

addressable by 
Cities for 
CEDAW?

Let’s talk about 
you, your 

Zonta Club and 
CSW 

engagement 

Let’s talk about 
you, your 

Zonta Club and 
UNSCR 1325 
engagement



Call to Action

• Call to Action:
• Advocate for U.S. ratification of CEDAW
• Support local implementation
• Attend CSW, and promote UNSCR 1325 awareness
• Partner locally and celebrate peace in October

14



Resources
• Cities for CEDAW Toolkit
• Cities for CEDAW Campaign
• Infographic: Human Rights for Women
• CSW Participation Guide
• Cities for CEDAW - Resourses
• NGOCSW Advocacy Toolkit
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http://citiesforcedaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CEDAW-toolkit-July-2017.pdf
https://citiesforcedaw.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/multimedia/2019/12/infographic-human-rights?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.un.org/en/delegate/everything-you-need-know-about-csw
https://citiesforcedaw.org/resources/
https://ngocsw.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/NGO-CSW68-Advocacy-Toolkit-compressed.pdf
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Thank you!
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THANK YOU!
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