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Overview of Discussion 

Introduction to Panelists 

Presentation

Background information on Office of Sustainability 

Introduction to Thrive Indianapolis 

Explore intersection of climate change and specific issue with panelists

Discussion amongst audience at tables 

Wrap up, share final thoughts, question and answer with panel  



Office of Sustainability | @SustainIndy

The Office of Sustainability leads by inspiring lasting environmental, economic, and neighborhood vitality 

through collaboration, education and community action. The Office of Sustainability envisions Indianapolis 

as a resilient community of inclusive, healthy and happy neighborhoods.

MISSION + VISION

AREAS OF FOCUS

Thrive Indianapolis implementation, Thriving Buildings – energy benchmarking ordinance implementation, 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions inventory and compliance reporting, Knozone – air quality awareness campaign, Highly 

EVolved – electric vehicle awareness campaign, It’s My City Contract management (tree planting and litter pick-up)





Climate Change is an Equity Issue

The root causes of climate change, environmental injustice and racial 
inequality are the same. 

On a global scale: 
• The United Nations has recognized climate change as a ‘threat multiplier’, 

especially for women and girls 

On the local level: 
• Successful solutions prioritize marginalized communities – targeted 

universalism 



Thrive Indianapolis

A sustainable
Indianapolis provides 

equitable services and 
supports inclusive, healthy, 

& happy neighborhoods.

A resilient Indianapolis is 
better able to anticipate, 

adapt, & flourish in the face 
of change.

Vision | Indianapolis is an authentic, inclusive city 
with healthy, happy, and resilient neighborhoods 

Indy’s Plan for Community Resilience + Sustainability 



Climate Change in Indianapolis
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Planning & Engagement

Total Reach: 265,000+ residents
Total Events: 150+

Total Survey Respondents: 3,152

Focus Groups included residents 
self-identifying as homeless, 
formerly incarcerated, low-

income, or veteran



Climate Impacts and Social Vulnerability in 
Indianapolis 

Social Vulnerability Summertime Maximum Daily 
Temperature



Thrive Components
• Two overarching goals related to climate change:

1. Increase community resilience by prioritizing equity in policy, planning, & project implementation
2. Achieve net zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2050

• Four Core Values
• Capacity Building | Equitable Services | Poverty Reduction | Fiscal Responsibility

• Eight Plan Elements
Built Environment | Economy | Energy | Food & Agriculture | Natural Resources | Public Health & Safety | Transportation 
& Land Use | Waste & Recycling

• 16 Key Objectives & 59 Action Items

• 20 Performance Metrics

• Nine Output Metrics



Plan Elements, Objectives & Action Items



Panel Discussion 



OUR 
VISION

The health and safety of the public is a priority and is 
address through community programs that promote 
overall well-being and physical activity as well as work to 
ensure that all residents are safe, have access to 
affordable healthcare and are prepared for climate- and 
human-related hazards.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY



OUR 
VISION

Indianapolis is a world-class city with a 
resilient, diverse and inclusive economy 
that ensures good paying and fulfilling 
jobs as well as upward economic mobility 
opportunities for all.

ECONOMY



OUR 
VISION

All residents have access to healthy, 
affordable food, and we have 
created pathways to grow our 
agricultural sector.

FOOD & URBAN AGRICULTURE



OUR 
VISION

Natural Resources are clean, 
conserved and restored where 
possible and accessible for all 
members of the community to enjoy.

NATURAL RESOURCES



OUR 
VISION

Transportation & Land Use are connected systems 
that focus on equitable accessibility to multiple 
modes of low-emission transportation and 
development that creates active living spaces that 
are affordable, multi-use and foster inclusive 
neighborhoods.

TRANSPORTATION & LAND USE



Table-Top Exercise 
&  Discussion 



Group Discussion 
& Wrap-up 



SUSTAIN.INDY.gov

THRIVEINDIANAPOLIS.com

@SustainIndy

@SustainIndy

@SustainIndy

@SustainIndy


