
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HISTORY OF MMIP 
 
The Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW) movement began in the 1990’s when Indigenous women 
began marching across Turtle Island, demanding justice for all of the lost and stolen sisters that have been 
victimized and left without answers, with voices un-heard in the midst of this epidemic. Since the beginning of the 
movement, the RED HANDPRINT and RED DRESS have become the symbol and beacon of hope and awareness. It is 
said and believed that the spirits of those who have walked before us can see the color red and by wearing this 
color we are calling our lost one’s home. In 2013 President Obama signed the ‘Violence Against Women 
Reauthorization Act of 2013’. With the passing of this bill Congress granted tribal courts the authority to try non-
Natives for violent crimes against women. In the years following the passing of the Act the MMIW epidemic gained 
national attention when May 5th was declared ‘National Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered Native 
Women and Girls’ in 2018. Although the MMIW began with a focus on women and girls, it was clear this epidemic 
affects all Indigenous people. In recent years Tribal communities have started to include lost brothers, fathers and 
two-spirited people creating the MMIP (Missing and Murdered Indigenous People) recognition to include all those 
who are lost but not forgotten.  
 
What is the REDress Project 
 
The REDress project began in Canada 2010 by Jaime Black, a Metis artist, as a public art installation created to bring 
awareness to the epidemic of murdered and missing Indigenous women. The first installation in the United States 
was at the National Museum of the American Indian in 2019. The project is an installation of empty red dresses 
intended to draw attention to these violent crimes and to evoke a presence through the display of absence. The 
hope is that the project will start a community dialogue around these issues that will seek solutions. This project 
inspired others to use red dresses to draw attention to the large numbers of murdered and missing Indigenous 
peoples and prompted the creation of Red Dress Day.  
 
The Red Hand 
 
A red hand over the mouth has become a symbol of the MMIW movement. It stands for all the missing sisters 
whose voices are not heard. It stands for the silence of the media and law enforcement in the midst of this crisis. It 
stands for the oppression and subjugation of Native women who are now rising up to say #NoMoreStolenSisters. 
The red hand symbolizes the connection between the physical world and the spiritual world and invokes the help of 
ancestors and spiritual guides. 
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Developing Partnerships and Gathering Supplies 
 

• In addition to the local Indigenous community, look to partner with those in the health care field, 
counselors, those working with the Indigenous community, libraries, museums, those working with sexual 
assault victims, higher education, businesses, and local community leaders. You don’t want too large of a 
core committee, but the larger group of partners can provide display space, help with promotion of events, 
and be potential financial sources. 

• Collect dresses: 
o Work with local thrift shops to either have red dresses donated or provided them at a reduced cost. 
o Work with public spaces like the senior center, library, or more to act as collection sites for donated 

dresses. 
o Publicize the need for dresses and solicit donations.  
o Ask that dresses be donated not loaned. Loans require tracking, returning, and ensuring that no 

harm comes to them.  
 
Planning Events Around Red Dress Day 
 

• Develop a partnership with your local Indigenous community. 

• Follow the lead of tribal members regarding the elements and format of the event. 

• Smudging, prayer, and drumming are important components of group events. 
o Smudging - a ceremony that consists of burning plant herbs and resins in either a clay or shelled 

bowl while prayers are being said. This results in a smoke cloud formation that is believed to 
cleanse the air and those within it. 

o Prayer – the tribal chaplain sets the tone of the event through the spiritual practices of the tribe. 
o Drumming – the drums set the tone of the event and connect the participants to spirituality and 

the community. 

• Speakers may include tribal members who have suffered a loss, those working with tribal members in an 
official capacity, or those helping with spiritual and emotional support. 

• Consider having people on hand who can respond to those who may be triggered by past events. 

• Consider tribal norms and interpersonal relationships when planning activities and scheduling speakers.  
• Food is an important component of Indigenous events. Consult with your partners regarding food. 

• Consider incorporating a MMIP Awareness Walk as part of the event. 

• Reach out to family and friends who live in other communities as local supplies of dresses dwindle. 
 

Event Enhancements 
 

• Consider offering a craft table with a relevant craft. 
• Consider providing t-shirts, bags or other items that will be distributed to attendees. 
• Consider a donation jar or other means of raising money that can be used to establish a scholarship 

for an Indigenous student.  
 

Useful Resources: 
 
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs—https://www.bia.gov/service/mmu 

Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada -  https://www.canada.ca/en/crown-indigenous-relations-
northern-affairs.html 

U.S. Department of Justice - https://www.justice.gov/tribal/mmip/data-research 



Native Hope - https://www.nativehope.org/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-women-mmiw/ 

MMIW Toolkit - https://www.niwrc.org/resources/toolkit/mmiw-toolkit-families-and-communities  

Association of American Indian Affairs - https://www.indian-affairs.org/survivorsresources.html 

 
 Presenters: 
 
Iron Mountain-Kingsford – Raquel Reed [raquel_gagnon@hotmail.com] and Nancy Finch 
[nancyfinch@finchlawfirmmi.com] 

Marquette – Lucille Contois [lcontois@nmu.edu] 

Mount Pleasant – Ruth Helwig [zontamtpleasant@gmail.com] 
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Examples of Flyers and Brochures 

 

 

Example of the 

program used for 

the Art Reach 

exhibit. 



 

 

 

Example of one of multiple yard and wall signs that were produced. 

Example of event postcard. 



  



 

  

 

  

  







 



 


